
May 14th, 1945 
 
MEMORANDUM: to the Honorable K.C. MacDonald 
 
During the committee meeting on Saturday you were present for the presentation by different 
individuals representing the University, the Veterinary Association, the Department of 
Agriculture, and the herd owners of their opinions on the use of the Koch Treatment for mastitis, 
sterility, etc. This memorandum is intended to bring you up to date on the findings of the Koch 
Investigating Committee, which met at four o’clock on Saturday afternoon, May 12, 1945. 
 
Present were: Dr. D. H. Arnott, Dr. S. N. Wood, Dr. L Sparrow, Dr. G. F. R. Barton, Dr. J. E. 
Bennett, Dr. W.R. Gunn, Mr. W. A. Gooder, Mr. J. J. Grauer, Mr. R. H. Irwin, and Mr. J. B. 
Munro, Dean F. M. Clement, Dr. F. W. B. Smith, Dr. Pinder and Oliver Wells were absent from 
the committee meeting through pressure of other duties. Dr. E. MacGinnia acted as secretary. 
 
The findings of the committee can best be shown by stating that the mastitis and sterility 
problems were reported on as follows: Mastitis showed 71 cases that had been treated. These 
cases were divided into three categories. 
 
Group “A” contained cows, which had developed mastitis from 1 to 12 days after freshening. 
These were acute cases. 
 
Group “B” were chronic cases in which mastitis developed from 1 to 8 months after freshening 
with periodic recurrences many individuals in this group were animals that were a source of 
worry to veterinarians and herdsmen.  
 
Group “C” contained only cows, which had dried up or were drying off before freshening.  
 
It was shown that In the acute oases the Koch Remedy was most effective in re-establishing a 
normal condition of the udders, while in the other groups where the disease was of longer 
standing, the Treatment was less effective, indicating the advisability of the early use of the 
Koch Treatment. 
 
The committee were agreed that in groups “A”’ and “C” the Koch Treatment showed remarkable 
efficacy, especially on those individuals that were in herds where proper sanitation and herd 
management were maintained. In group “B” the Koch Treatment proved to be beneficial but 
further investigation is necessary in these cases. 
 
In the sterility report covering 32 cows treated it was definitely shown that an average loss of 
time of each cow due to sterility was 5.8 months prior to the injection of the Koch Treatment. 
This loss of time was then reduced to 2.1 months after being injected with the Koch Treatment. 
The number of cows in the test that were pregnant at the end of that time showed overwhelming 
evidence of the effectiveness of the Treatment. It was felt by all members of the committee that 
with an extension of the period of observation, the percent of pregnant cows would be somewhat 
increased. For this reason the committee desired that the investigation be extended to permit 
further examination. 



 
After hearing the evidence of the practicing veterinarians who conducted this investigation, a 
resolution moved by Dr. S. N. Wood and seconded by Dr. M. Sparrow and was unanimously 
passed as follows: “that the report of Doctors Bennett and Barton be accepted and the 
appreciation of the committee recorded.”    Motion carried. 
 
It was also moved by Dr. S. N. Wood and seconded by Mr. J. J. Grauer and passed unanimously, 
“that this committee advise the Honorable the Minister of Agriculture that, in its opinion, the 
investigation has shown that the use of the Koch Treatment has demonstrated marked results in 
the treatment of mastitis and sterility, and further, that the committee recommends to the 
Honorable the Minister of Agriculture that this investigation be continued.”  Motion carried. 
 
Other resolutions included one moved by Dr. S. N. Wood, seconded by Dr. M. Sparrow, “that 
this committee express its appreciation to the Honorable K. C. MacDonald for his interest in the 
livestock industry and his contribution to it by making this investigation possible; and to Dr. D. 
H. Arnott for his cooperation in the test with necessary free Koch Treatments.”  Motion carried.  
 
The committee meeting adjourned at 5:40 p.m. on Saturday, May 12 after having spent 
practically the whole day weighing the evidence laid before it by the veterinarians Dr. J. E. 
Bennett and Dr. G. F. R. Barton, who were thanked for their careful work.  
 
 
JBM/ewf  
J. B. Munro 
Deputy Minister 
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